ANALYSIS OF WOMEN’S PRESENTATION IN NEWS COVERAGE

The media analysis of women’s and men’s presence in news coverage was conceived upon a request of Gender Studies, o.p.s. within the framework of its „Women and Media“ project. The analysis was done by InnoVatio, a research company, on the basis of existing data within the time frame of January 2002 – April 2003. The idea of a need for a media analysis be created is based upon the long-lasting lack of exact data and arguments relevant in the discussion on presentation and representation of women and men in media. The analysis covers national daily newspapers, including the commentaries, (MF DNES, Lidové noviny, Právo, Hospodářské noviny), and television (ČT, NOVA, Prima) and radio broadcasting (ČRo 1 – Radiožurnál). 

The analysis aimed at bringing forward two issues. In the first plan, it targeted at presenting comparable numbers of women and men journalists as subjects, i.e. authors of news and commentaries; in the second plan, it focused on the proportion of women and men quoted or described in the media, i.e. on women and men as objects of news coverage. The most important question asked along all specific issues that were analyzed was whether media reflect traditional social stereotypes regarding female and male roles in the society. Thus, the research also monitored topics of news coverage that are connected with men and those interrelated with women.  

This rather quantitative analysis shall be followed by a qualitative one that will be focused not only at percentage representation of women and men in media, but also their respective roles and functions in media, their age and other relevant characteristics. The analysis will be provided at the end of the year 2003 and financed by Česká televize in cooperation with InnoVatio. 

Analysis outcomes:
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Although women represent 50% of the Czech population, there is only 12,4% of them in the Senate and 17% in the Chamber of Deputies. Compared to this, women are more often represented (i.e. described or quoted) in television broadcasting (20%). It means that women appear more often in media than it could be expected depending on their representation in politics. 
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Five women politicians, four spokeswomen and the former president’s wife can be found among the ten most often quoted and/or described women. It reflects the lack of active women in the Czech Republic who would be important and interesting enough for the media news coverage. It is important to understand the fact that specific ministries‘ spokeswomen do not express their own opinion, decision or standpoint; on the contrary, they only mediate the opinion of the concrete institution. Moreover, it is often a case of an institution headed by a man-minister. As to the variability of men-representatives, media deal with a much larger scope of male personalities than in the case of women. Thus, no spokesman is included in the chart of the most often quoted and/or described men. It is also interesting to mention the fourth place of the former president’s wife in the chart among the most often described or quoted Czech women. It would definitely be extremely difficult for a man – „husband by profession“ – to be represented among the top fifty men - personalities since no woman is seen as that important to attract interest of media to her husband. 
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The finding of women being most often quoted or described in Události v kultuře (News in Culture) in the ČT and least quoted or described in Události ve světě (News in the World) strongly supports the traditional stereotypes. Women simply seem to be competent in managing cultural and regional issues, but not at all in giving their views regarding the world politics.  

ČT provided more attention and space to women regarding the total number of news stories 
(approx. 53 thousand compared to approx. 16 thousand in NOVA); however, it is far behind the commercial TV in relative numbers as NOVA describes or quotes women in 25% and ČT in 18%.  Thus, NOVA comes out of the gender correctness „fight“ in better light. Still, it is important to see the topics that are connected with women in NOVA and ČT. 
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The highest number of news stories in NOVA dealing in any way with women relates to crimes, floods, fauna and accidents. It is therefore possible to say that NOVA actually lowers the media status of women to socially less important and relevant issues they are „allowed“ to deal with (i.e. what else than a socially degrading issue is the third topic „fauna“). The news of ČT also – parallel to the NOVA news – provide the most space to women in the issues of crimes and floods. Nevertheless, the following topics interrelated with women cover judicial verdicts, information on businesses, and presidential election. It is important to assess positively that ČT provided relatively lots of attention to Jaroslava Moserová, a woman candidate in presidential election. 
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Considering all newspaper, television and radio news stories that quoted or described women, „women’s issues“ are the following ones: 

· Education and science 32% 

· Health care 31%

· Society, art and culture, accidents, countryside – from 30% to 25%

Compared to the above topics, „men‘s issues“ are the following ones: 

· International events, defense and NATO 96% 

· Czech Republic and EU, EU, globalization
Although 77,6% of people employed in the field of education are women, their participation in decision-making positions in education is far lower. Similarly, the news coverage dealing with women and their relevant education standpoints is much lower than we may expect; i.e. women’s voice relating to education is monitored only in approx. 32% of the total.

This finding may be more easily understood in the context of the fact that the media functioning is in 85% commented on and influenced by men. It means that decision-making on media agenda, i.e. what issues shall be covered in news, who shall comment on them and how the public discourse shall be directed, depend primarily on men. 

All in all, although the Czech schools of all levels are, according to politicians and media, highly feminized, i.e. over-feminized at the lower levels, women teachers are not provided relevant space in media. 
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As the current methodology used in media analysis cannot provide information on the sex of authors of TV and radio news, it can only be based upon the newspapers‘ data. The highest number of women journalists work for MF DNES (more than 80). The other three dailies employ 20-25 women journalists less. MF DNES has also the highest number of articles on the front page written by women. It is thus very interesting to compare these outcomes with figures on variability of women described in press (i.e. number of different women appearing in newspapers). Although there is the highest number of women journalists working in MFD, the variability of women dealt with in the same newspaper is the lowest compared to other three dailies.  

Asking a question „what do women journalists and men journalists write about?“, we may expect an answer proving the general stereotypes: women about culture and social sphere, men about economy and international politics. However, the final data show something completely different. Women journalists deal most often with economic policy and health care (in almost 40%), justice, economy and security. Men journalists concentrate mainly on defense and NATO, international events and the parties‘ platforms.
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Comparing the issues men write about and those men are asked about, i.e. the topics interrelated with men, we can see that they correspond one with another. On the contrary, women are interrelated with education and science but they mainly write about economic issues. 

We may identify the same difference when looking at commentaries published in newspapers. Women are given voice only in 10% of all cases. Moreover, only three women commentators write most of the „women’s“ commentaries (60%). Women write the highest percentage of commentaries to MF DNES while Právo brings entirely men’s commentaries. 

The most preferred topic of commentaries is government administration, irrespective of the commentators‘ sex. However, there were 1900 commentaries on this issue published by men while women were authors of only 190 texts. It is therefore difficult to make any comparison or assessment. 

Women wrote approx. 50 commentaries to social policy and education issues. Men, on the other hand, did not provide almost any commentary dealing with any of the two issues. The lack of women-written commentaries may be seen as an outcome of the editors‘ unwillingness to hear other commentaries than those related to „women’s issues“.
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Czech media may be compared to media in Great Britain, Germany and the USA on the basis of existing data. There are no crucial deviations in women’s and men’s presentation and representation in television broadcasting. Evaluating television and newspaper coverage of women and men altogether, we find that there is the biggest difference between the Czech Republic and the USA. In the United States, the first quarter of 2003 showed the participation of women and men in media in proportion 10:90 respectively. Czech media were 6% „better“ from the point of view of women’s participation. 

Nevertheless, it is necessary to bear in mind that numbers, data and comparison are not as important as the roles women play and the „voice“ they are given. In can be expected that the media presentation of Condoleeza Rice shall be more respected than the presentation of Anna Stárková who, as a spokeswoman, only mediates the Prime Minister’s words. 

· Although the analysis outcomes are relatively positive, there is still no reason to be proud of them. Women’s presentation in media ranges from 16 to 20%, which definitely does not reflect the real proportion of women and men in the society. 

· The analysis has proved that media present women in connection with traditional issues, such as education and society, while women themselves - as journalists – opt for economy and justice. Only the area of health care is common to the media „opinion“ and women journalists‘ preferences. Similar asymmetry was found in comparison of commentaries written by women.
*/  Project “Women and Media” is supported by Embassy of the United States in Prague
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